Education Law Association
Established in 1954, the Education Law Association (ELA) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, nonadvocacy member association that seeks to improve education by promoting interest and understanding of the legal framework of education and the rights of students, parents, school boards, and school employees. ELA's vision is to be known as the premier source of information on education law. The mission of the organization is: "ELA brings together educational and legal scholars and practitioners to inform and advance educational policy and practice through knowledge of the law. Together, our professional community anticipates trends in educational law and supports scholarly research through the highest-value print and electronic publications, conferences, and professional forums" (ELA, 2008, p. 3).
Beginning
In mid-forties, at the urging of Frank Heinich, an attorney from Omaha, Madaline Kinter Remmlein, then an employee of National Education Association (NEA), asked NEA leadership to establish a department on school law issues at the NEA, the request was denied due to a perception of a lack of interest in such a topic. Ed C. Bolmeier, president of Duke University, and Lee Garber suggested to Madaline Kinter Remmlein to create a school law organization independent of the NEA.
In February, 1954, school law research appeared for the first time as one of the topics for round table discussion at the AERA annual convention. The eight discussants' report urged organizing a school law national conference that would facilitate communication between school law specialists and their colleagues. Meanwhile, Garber's suggestion of forming a school-law organization for the exchange of ideas in a School Law Newsletter he wrote garnered significant support. (Kinter Remmlein, 1966) .
In order to spread its membership across the country, NOLPE sent out invitations addressed to its members, Duke Conference attendees that did not join the organization, school administrators from 100 largest school districts, 70 officers of state board associations, to 103 deans of law schools, to 100 deans of schools of education, and presidents of teacher-training institutions. Within six weeks of its creation, the buddy system NOLPE used to promote membership, succeeded in increasing its membership number to 205 with representatives from 40 states, the District of Columbia, and Guam. Over one fifth were lawyers connected with school affairs or law schools; over one fifth were county or city school superintendents; one third were professors of educational administration, and the remaining were educators on the staffs of state departments of education, the federal Office of Education, the National Education Association and state education associations. In addition, NOLPE asked many organizations such as National School Boards Association, AASA, AERA, and NEA to announce its creation.
A committee of four members, Lehan Tunks, dean of the law school at Rutgers University, Ed Bolmeier, Ward Keesecker, and O. H. English, a school superintendent in Pennsylvania framed a tentative constitution which they submitted to the membership for criticism. In September, 1954, the members were asked to vote on the constitution on one of three ways: a) in favor of adoption, b) changes suggested but willing to defer consideration until first annual business meeting. The overwhelming majority responded in favor of adopting the constitution which was immediately adopted.
For the first selection of the executive board, each member had an opportunity to name teacher and administrator employment; and dismissal, nonrenewal and RIF), higher education (students, professors and administrator employment) and the U.S. Supreme Court Docket. ELA Notes keeps ELA members informed on education law related conferences and seminars as well as member activities. It also contains articles from West's Education Law Reporter, letters to the editor, "Online" articles, and new member updates.
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